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After the lock-down that had kept the majority of pilots 
grounded for months, the aviation community were hungry 
for a reason to get out flying and meet up with old friends. 
The Sling Aircraft Breakfast Fly-in in October presented the 
perfect opportunity to do just that. 
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SSling

The Sling Tedderfield Fly-in was a welcome 
diversion and an unqualified success. 

Image: Andre Venter.
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CAREFUL to be compliant, all visiting aviators 

and their pax were requested to pre-register 

in keeping with all COVID-19 Protocols and on 

arrival all visitors filled in a COVID register with 

the normal temperature recordings and contact 

details. 

The Sling Aircraft history is a South African 

success story. It began with one man’s dream 

to create the most practical and desirable light 

sport aircraft in the world. Mike Blyth founder of 

the company that was called until recently ‘The 

Airplane Factory’, and the initial designer of the 

Sling 2, was joined by James Pitman and ever 

since the two have been making waves throughout 

the light sport aircraft world.

At the Fly-in the Sling team announced that 

they had delivered 609 aircraft – a colossal 

achievement for a South African start-up. 

Significantly, most of the sales are now outside of 

South Africa – and the Sling 4 is rapidly catching 

up to the total Sling 2 sales numbers. 

If they are not making the news with 

daring circumnavigation flights, it’s the latest 

announcement of their long awaited Sling 4 TSi 

High Wing. The Sling High Wing has yet to be 

flown and the aim is to get one in the air before 

the end of the year. This however did not stop 

ten impressed buyers placing orders for this as 

yet untested aircraft –a testament to the faith the 

industry has in Sling Aircraft.

Sling Aircraft have always practiced “giving 

back” to the community and this fly-in breakfast 

was no exception. Rise Above Aviators, an 

organisation that prides itself in providing access 

to flying for the underprivileged and creating 

a foundation for aviation transformation, was 

invited to use one of the Sling 4 factory aircraft to 

SSling
Prominent American social 

media influencer Max 
Maxwel with his Sling TSi.
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Jumping for joy - the Rise Above 
Aviators. Image: Andre Venter.

The long awaited Sling 4 TSi High 
Wing begins to take shape - first 
flight is planned for this year.
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introduce young ones to the wonderful 

world of aviation. The flipping of these 

wide-eyed children was unfortunately 

cut short due to the extremely bumpy 

conditions. 

While enjoining good food and 

great company, all the visitors were 

encouraged to take a tour through the 

factory, located in hangars at Tedderfield. 

The factory is divided into sections, 

each with their own specific function. 

The ability to see the journey taken by 

the aircraft from initial layout to final 

assembly impressed all who saw it.

The US market was recently been 

given a major shot in the arm when 

YouTube sensations, Max Maxwell and 

MojoGrip both purchased Sling 4 TSis. 

Max happened to see MojoGrips video 

of a Sling and then and there decided 

to buy one himself. Max is currently at 

the Sling factory busy assembling his 

aircraft, which he will airfreight to his 

home in North Carolina as soon as it is 

completed. 

This major publicity coup coupled with 

the burgeoning US Sling Academy has 

significantly increased sales to the USA. 

The recently formed Sling Academy has 

a standing order for what is colloquially 

known as a “Mac Sling” every month. The 

“Mac Sling” is a standard Sling 2 which is 

The Sling 4 TSi High Wing has 
a composite cockpit area - here 
being strength tested.
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used for Ab Intio training at the 

academy.

Sling Aircraft is one 

of the very few aviation 

manufacturers worldwide 

that can boast a productive 

past eight months. General 

Manager Andrew Pitman says 

that the past eight months 

were the best eight months 

of the company’s history. The 

impact of COVID-19 on their 

production has been almost 

negligible, resulting in only 

slight delays on delivery of 

some orders.  

The fly-in was an 

unqualified success, so much 

so that Mike Blyth suggested 

that this should become a 

biannual event. In total 240 

people enjoyed the great day 

with like-minded people who 

will no doubt be back for the 

next Sling Fly-in Breakfast. 

Sling CEO Andrew Pitman 
with a Sling 4 due to be 

exported to the UK.

Visitors had a factory tour - here  
is the wing assembly section.

Well thought-out installation 
and craftmanship evident in this 
Rotax 915 TSi installation.

j


